
arc worth following. He prescribes it with tincture of orange peel, or syrupof tolu, and an aromatic water; to bo taken, well diluted, when in bed, as evenwalking across the room will often lead to its being vomited.
The remarks in regard to the use of the sphygniograph in valvular affec-

tions of the heart are very just. The author says we derive no aid from it
in determining the silo of the disease, but he is disposed to think that it may
enable us, in some cases, to form a more correct opinion as to the amount of
valvular insufficiency or constriction, and thus aid us in our prognosis.
Medical and Pharmaceutical Notes. By Edward R. Squibb, M.D.
Philadelphia: Sherman & Co. 1874.
The products of Dr. Squibb's pen, as well as those of his laboratory, are

pretty sure to have a genuine value. This pamphlet is no exception, and
furnishes a good deal of useful information to physicians and apothecaries.
With reference to the former, we. will oiler a few useful selections.
Dr. Squibb finds that one seventh of one per cent, of carbolic acid is suffi-

cient perfectly to protect a solution of any alkaloid from the development ofconfervoid growths so common in solutions kept for hypodermic use. The
solutions should be made with distilled water and be carefully Altered. If
made with common water, double the quantity of carbolic acid is required.
Ho does not state definitely whether this proportion of carbolic acid is en-
tirely unirritating, but says that one thirteenth of one per cent, is "entirely
unobjectionable for the delicate purposes of eye-surgery."
Ergot in the market is of very variable quality, and consequently its pre-parations must vary, even if made by officinal processes. " There can

probably be no better preparation of ergot than the officinal fluid extract
of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia of 1800." Dr. Squibb prepares a solid extract
by evaporating this to dryncss at a very gentle heat, and an aqueous solu-
tion of this may be used for hypodermic injection. Its permanence is not
yet ascertained, and it should consequently be made frequently. It has alsoproduced abscesses.
The last article of special interest to physicians is that on pocket medicine

cases, of which Dr. Squibb describes a modification, containing, besides I he
vials, tubes for measuring and dropping liquid contents. A list of concen-
trated preparations is given, most of them in the liquid form, from which the
physician would have no difficulty in selecting all and more than all that
might be necessary in a hurry or in a country practice.
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Chailli, A.M., M.D.
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The Solar Ray as an Escharotic —Dr. R. S. Goodwin states that,
for several years, he has used the concentrated rays of the sun for the de-struction of nixivi and other troublesome superficial growths of the skin, and
recommends this agent as an efficient and convenient caustic. By its aid,
he, has destroyed chancres, and also condylomatous growths of a syphiliticorigin. He employs a double convox lens, about two and a half inches in
diameter, and having a focal distance of nearly ten inches. No other caus-
tic, ho thinks, leaves behind so little scar as this. Among its other advan-
tages, it never gives rise to luemorrhago; the pain indicted is not excessive,and is not prolonged after the operation, while it is rarely followed by sup-
puration or intlanimatory action.—The Medical and Surgical Reporter.
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